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TOPIC: Procedures Used To Clean And Sanitize Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus 

TIME FRAME: 30 Minutes 

LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION:  

BEHAVIORAL OBJECTIVE:  

Condition: A written quiz 

Behavior: The student will describe procedures to clean and sanitize 
breathing apparatus 

Standard: With a minimum of 70% accuracy 

MATERIALS NEEDED: § SCBA facepiece with inhalation tube 
§ Warm water 
§ Disinfectant 
 

REFERENCES: § IFSTA, Essentials of Fire Fighting, 2nd Edition,Chapter 4 
§ Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus, 1st Edition, Chapter 

8, Manufacturer's Recommendations 
 

 To eliminate unpleasant odors and prevent the spread of 
disease it is imperative that S.C.B.A. facepieces be cleaned 
and disinfected often. 



 

Fire Protection Training 
Procedures Handbook 4300 

PROCEDURES USED TO CLEAN AND 
SANITIZE SELF-CONTAINED 

BREATHING APPARATUS 

PRESENTATION APPLICATION 
 

4305.5 
4305-5.tlp.doc  Page 2 
August 12, 2000 

I. MINIMUM CLEANING INTERVAL 

When should SCBA 
be cleaned? 

A. After Each Use 

B. When Visual Inspection Indicates Need 

C. When Exposed to Any Contamination 

Use appropriate safety 
measures if 
contamination 
suspected 

II. FACEPIECES WITHOUT VOICE AMPLIFICATION 
DEVICES 

A. Disconnect Breathing Tube from Facepiec 

Make visual inspection 
of all components 
while cleaning 

B. Immerse Breathing Tube and Facepiece in Cleaning 
Sanitizing Solution 

What should solution 
accomplish? 

1. Cleanse 

2. Sanitize 

1. Solution prepared as per manufacturers 
directions 

2. MSA Cleaner - Sanitizer II 2 ounces per gallon 
of warm (120oF) water 

C. Sponge Facepiece and Breathing Tube Thoroughly 
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Care must be taken 
not to scratch 
facepiece lens 

D. Rinse Facepiece and Breathing Tube in Clean 
Warm (120oF) Water 

E. Stretch Breathing Tube to Drain Standing Water 
from Corrugations 

F. Hang Facepiece and Breathing Tube to Air Dry 

1. Not in direct sunlight 

2. For several hours 

3. Do not place near heat sources as rubber will 
deteriorate 

III. REGULATOR ASSEMBLY 

A. Sponge Off Exterior Surfaces with Cleaner Sanitizer 
Solution Described Above 

B. Rinse with Clear Warm Water 

1. Use sponge 

2. Do NOT immerse regulator in water 

C. Dry with Clean Cloth 

IV. HARNESS AND CARRIER ASSEMBLY 

A. Brush Excess Dirt Off 

B. Wipe Off Surface Dirt with a Damp Sponge 

C. If Heavily Soiled 

1. Work up lather of commercial detergent or mild 
soap 
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2. Apply lather (minimal water) with sponge to 
harness 

3. Wipe dry with a clean cloth 

4. Allow to air dry 

V. COMPRESSED AIR CYLINDERS 

A. Sponge Down with a Warm Water (120oF) Cleaning 
Solution 

B. Sponge Off with Clean Warm Rinse Water 

C. Wipe Dry with a Clean Cloth 

VI. CARRYING CASE 

A. Sponge Off Interior and Exterior Surfaces with 
Cleaner Sanitizer Solution 

B. Rinse with Clear Warm Water 

C. Dry with Clean Cloth 

D. Leave Case Open to Air Dry 

1. Will help prevent mildew 

VII. NOTE ON INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE LOG 
WHEN SCBA HAS BEEN CLEANED/SANITIZED 
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SUMMARY: 

In order to assure that germs and disease do not spread among users of self contained 
breathing apparatus it is important that all components be cleaned and sanitized often.  Even 
when an SCBA "appears" to be clean ensure that the cleaning procedure includes sanitizing 
the unit. 
 
EVALUATION: 

A written quiz. 
 
ASSIGNMENT: 

To be determined by instructor(s). 
 


